&4+ Maryland Junior
\‘Q& Classical League

Concordia parvae res crescunt.

“In harmony, small things grow”
-Sallust, Bellum Iurgurthinum 10.6

MDJCL Spring Convention

April 25%, 2026
10:00am - 6pm Saturday

Key School
534 Hillsmere Dr
Annapolis, MD 21403



Tentative Schedule of Events

10:00 - 10:30 Registration and Muffins Science
Library
10:30-11:00 Opening Assembly - Katherine
Introductions, Campus Orientation, & Spirit Competition Hall
11:00-12:30 Certamen Science
Library
12:30 - 1:30 Lunch & Meet the Candidates Katherine
Hall
1:30 - 2:30 Ludi Manse Field
Colloquia Science
- National sJC Library
Dramat!c ationals Workshop:
Interpretation Interest TBD
Meeting with Dr. Khan
145 - 3: SL 101 - )
2:45 - 3:15 Library SL 103
sJc
. . . UMD
3:15 - 3:45 Acadt.amlc Workshop: Workshop:
Testing: . Ptolemy’s
“Auspices” Astronom
3:45 - 4:15 Language with Dr. Wasdin Y
SL 101 ) with Dr. Spearman
SL 104
SL 103
Academic UMD Nationals
Testing: Workshop: Interest
Culture Auspices Meeting
SL 101 SL 104 Library
4:20-5 Candidate Speeches, Proposed Amendments Katherine
& Election Hall
5-6 Dinner + Award Ceremony Amphitheatre
6 Group Picture + Farewells
Throughout the Game Room, Art display, Bazaar Library
bay Teacher’s Lounge TBD
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1. KATHARINE HALL 8. AMPHITHEATER
2. BARN COMMONS 9. ACTIVITY BUILDING
3. SCIENCE & LIBRARY CENTER LIBRARY 10. MANSE FIELD

4, SCIENCE & LIBRARY CENTER

5. FARMHOUSE

6. FIRST SCHOOL R RESTROOMS
7. ARTS BUILDING

Lost? If you see someone wearing a gold laurel crown, they are from Key School and
can help you with directions!



Activity Overview

Certamen: Certamen is a trivia competition similar to “It’s Academic!” This competition is held
at Beginner (Latin %2 and 1), Intermediate (Latin 2), and Advanced (Latin 3+) levels and pits
students from different Maryland schools against each other. Categories of questions include:
grammar, vocabulary, Greek and Roman mythology, history, literature, and daily life.

Colloquia: Colloquia are interactive, hands-on workshops led by professors, teachers, and state
officers, meant to encourage interest in a variety of topics and to foster friendships with other
Latin students. Here is a brief description of each colloquium:

e StJohn’s College Workshops with tutors Sherazade Khan and Rebekah

Spearman from St. John'’s College.

e University of Maryland Workshops with professor Katherine Wasdin from the
University of Maryland Classics department. Learn how Romans communicated
with the gods through watching birds. After a brief overview into how to read their
flight, we will head outside for some real-life experience in taking the auspices!

e Nationals Interest Meeting with MDJCL Officers: anyone interested in attending
the National JCL convention this summer, let’s get together and make some plans!

Contests: JCL students compete in many types of contests: academic, creative, athletic and more!
Here is a brief description of two contests being held which you may choose to join:

® Academic Testing with MDJCL Chairs: students compete in a variety of short
multiple-choice tests on various topics. Scores are tallied and top performers receive
awards! Students may attend both sessions, but will only be able to take each test
category once.

® Dramatic Interpretation is a contest for our actors! Participants will memorize an
assigned passage and deliver it dramatically (with appropriate emotion and
gestures). Students will be assessed by judges on the accuracy of their Latin and on
their style of delivery. The selected passages can be found at the NJCL website:
https://www.njcl.org/NJCL-Convention/Convention-Contests/Creative-Arts-Contests

® Graphic Art will be showcased in the Upper School Library throughout the day
and judged by anonymous MDJCL teachers. (See p.4 for more information.)

® Ludi led by Key JCL leaders: are team sport events in which MD]CL chapters
compete against each other. Chapters which lack enough players to form a team of
their own may combine with another chapter. A minimum of half of the players on
each team must be female. The top team for each sport will be awarded. (See p.5 for
more information.)


https://www.njcl.org/NJCL-Convention/Convention-Contests/Creative-Arts-Contests

ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE BRINGS THE CLASSICS TO LIFE

Founded in 1696, St. John’s is the third-oldest college in the United States and remains a
haven for students and scholars passionate about the ancient world. With an interdisciplinary
curriculum centered on the Great Books, every student engages deeply with foundational
texts through thoughtful reading and spirited dialogue in small discussion-based classes.

From the original Greek of Plato and Homer to Livy, Cicero, and Tacitus, students don’t
just study the classics — they live them. This deep engagement continues through texts by
Shakespeare, Austen, Nietzsche, Einstein, and others, making the ancient world a vital part of

a timeless conversation.

Considering an undergraduate degree?
Join a community where every student studies the classical world—

attend Summer Academy during high school, visit campus, or apply today.

. .

Considering a graduate degree?

T t]
ST J OHN Explore our Master of Arts programs—deep, text-centered
College study for scholars who still listen to ancient voices.
ANNAPOL|S + SANTA FE Wmsjc.edu

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN LIBERAL ARTS | MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL ARTS
MASTER OF ARTS IN EASTERN CLASSICS | MASTER OF ARTS IN MIDDLE EASTERN CLASSICS




Art Projects

This year we will be having a prepared art showcase. You can submit pieces to the art showcase
for judging and observation, but they must be prepared before the convention date

Art Showcase
Students can submit artwork in any of the following categories:
2D art
3D art, including models
Historical/mythological scene recreation with marshmallow Peeps
Scrapbook (may be digital or physical)

Submissions will be judged on the basis of:

- Originality/Creativity

- Design and Color

- Effect of Humor/Message

- Accuracy/Authenticity

- Neatness

- Correct Latin/English explanations

- Overall Effect

- Adherence to category’s rules

(2D art must be flat, 3D art should rise off a surface, and mosaics MUST contain more than 3
pieces of material. Peep diorama must use marshmallow peeps to represent people or animals
and represent an event from ancient history/mythology. Scrapbooks should contain
photographs, and will be judged on how closely they adhere to the definition of “scrapbook” in
the Merriam-Webster dictionary: “(noun) a blank book in which various items (as newspaper
clippings or pictures) are collected or preserved”.

If you are interested in submitting your artwork at the National Convention this summer, you
should also consider the scoring rules from the NJCL website:
https: //www.njcl.org/NJCL-Convention/Convention-Contests/Graphic-Arts-Contests

Bazaar: Does your Latin club have a cool tee-shirt that you would like to sell? Do you have
buttons, magnets, or any other classical item you could sell in our marketplace? Latin clubs are
invited to bring whatever items they have to sell; proceeds will go to individual clubs. The bazaar

will be open for business throughout the weekend and you must have a student to staff your part.


https://www.njcl.org/NJCL-Convention/Convention-Contests/Graphic-Arts-Contests

Ludi

Ultimate Discus: Who says Latin is just book work? For this ultimate competition, we’ve taken
the awesome sport of Ultimate Frisbee and turned it into Ultimate Discus!

How it works:
Teams of 4-6 players compete to score points by throwing the disc across the opponent’s
endline—just like in Ultimate Frisbee. Half of the players on each team should be female; schools
may collaborate to make this possible. Each team defends their endline while trying to advance the
disc down the field by passing, not running with it. If the disc hits the ground, goes out of bounds,
or is intercepted, possession switches to the other team. The frisbee must touch 3 team members
before the team can score a goal. This rule resets between every scored point (no matter which
team scored). Games are played in timed rounds, with the team that scores the most points in the
round being the winner.

The goal:
Be the team that dominates the field and claims the title of Ultimate Ultimate Discus Champions of
Maryland JCL!

Capture the Helen: Just like capture the flag... but with Helen!

How it works:
Two teams, the Greeks and the Trojans, line up on opposite sides of the field. Each team has four
items placed in hula-hoops on their side: Helen, Paris, a football, and a Frisbee. The football and
Frisbee must be thrown across the centerline. Helen and Paris must be carried. Meanwhile, the
other team tries to tag players, sending them to jail (a group of cones at the end of each team’s
side).
Freeing teammates: A player can free teammates from jail by touching any teammate in jail. All
teammates are released but must return to their side before trying to capture items again.
If tagged while holding an item: The item goes back to its original hula-hoop. The player goes to
jail.
Hula-hoops: Once a player reaches a hula-hoop, they are safe and can stay there as long as they
like. Only one person per hula-hoop at a time. Defenders must stay at least 10 feet away from
empty hula-hoops (no cherry-picking).

The goal:

Be the team to capture the opposing team'’s items and bring them back to your side. After
capturing items, give them to the official scorekeeper. The first team to capture all four items wins!

Game Room: Throughout the weekend there will be a room with a variety of board games played.
This is where students should go if they need a break or are not participating in the main activity.
We will be playing

Chess

CARD-tamen (a card game to flex your rhetorical skills & review Roman culture)
Verba (a Latin version of Apples to Apples)

Rota (a Roman soldier’s game, kind of like Tic-Tac-Toe)

By Jovel! (avintage boardgame of Classical Adventure)



Election Information

One of the best things about MDJCL is that the student officers have a lot of control over the

agenda and activities of the organization. Want to be one of these amazing people? Run for office!

Being an officer in MD]CL requires quarterly meetings with the rest of the MDJCL board. An
integral part of being an MDJCL officer is attendance at these board meetings. Since we do not
meet that often, the most important part of being an officer is frequent correspondence and
communication through email /text. We brainstorm, discuss, and plan. We establish schedules
and judging criteria; we assign jobs large and small; we talk out kinks in the membership drive,

the activities, and the individual clubs’ participation.

We would like representation from as many schools as possible—please consider applying!

MD]CL Offices Open:

e President-Presides over the board meetings and may speak on behalf of MDJCL when the occasion
arises. He/she stays aware of the activities of the other officers and assists them when appropriate.

e Vice President- Assists the president and the other officers, while in charge of the promotion and
membership of MD]CL.

e Parliamentarian- Presides over the election and the MD]JCL constitution. This entails keeping up
correspondence with candidates and supervising the rules for eligibility.

e Historian- Keeps arecord of the year's history and events, including Latin events in the surrounding
area. Corresponds with NJCL to get information about national activities. In charge of photographing
events and activities over the course of the year and, if extra ambition, creating a scrapbook at the end.

e Editor- Creates an issue of The Torch to be distributed at each Certamen event, and works with the

board to make decisions.
(see attached application for requirements)
Amendments

If any school would like to propose changes to our constitution, please bring it to the attention of

one of the officers before April 5" and it shall be addressed.



MD Junior Classical League
Officer Candidate Application

Name: School:
2025-26 Latin level:
email address: cell phone:

Circle the office for which you are applying:

President Vice-President Parliamentarian

Historian Editor

As an officer in MDJCL you are required to attend virtual board meetings, held monthly. Since we do
not meet that often, the most important part of being an officer is frequent correspondence and
communication through email. We brainstorm, discuss, and plan. We establish schedules and judging
criteria; we assign jobs large and small; we talk out kinks in the membership drive, the activities, and
the individual clubs’ participation. Your signature and your parent’s signature here says you
understand that attendance is mandatory at these meetings.

Requirements for Office:

1. You must have already attended at least one MD]CL State Convention.

2. Compose a short paragraph from one of the two prompts below for a pre-election
newsletter. Email this to gbruestle@keyschool.org by March 31, 2026. (Maybe include some
fun facts also?)

a. Share one experience you have had with your local JCL chapter this year that
demonstrates your capacity to be a leader.

b. Give and explain one idea that you have for making MD]JCL a better organization in
the future.

3. Complete this form (with the signed teacher recommendation) and bring it with you to
convention.

4. Bring an election poster with your picture on it to the convention.

5. Compose a speech (not to exceed two minutes) to be delivered at the convention.

6. Be prepared to answer questions about your qualifications and motivation to succeed at
your office. Also be ready to answer silly questions about favorite gods or emperors ©

Teacher’s Name: Signature: Date:
Your signature: Date:
Your parent’s signature: Date:

Nota Bene: Any applicant who has not fulfilled all requirements for office listed above will not be
considered for election this year.


mailto:gbruestle@keyschool.org

Registration

Registration MUST be completed online this year by each individual
attendee.

-- please find the link at mdjcl.org or our other social media sites --

Payment must be made ahead of time online, or with cash/check at the
door.

The deadline to register is Apr 11, 2026 .
o Late registrants will not be guaranteed a t-shirt nor meals.
Pecunia

The $50 attendance fee helps us pay for all materials, but will also guarantee

each student a lunch (Mission BBQ) and dinner (Pizza), and a state t-shirt.

NB: We will try our best to provide a variety of food options, but attendees with specific dietary

=

Lo B

restrictions should plan accordingly and may wish to bring their own food.

e Chaperones who wish to attend and participate in meals may pay a $30

fee as well. Please indicate this on your registration.
e Teachers’ meals will be provided.

Behavior & Safety

Please treat everyone with respect: students, teachers, and chaperones.

Please respect the environment & classroom spaces, e.g. turn off lights when you leave,
throw away trash, and do not take items which don’t belong to you.

Please let your teacher/chaperone know where you are going. Stay in the designated
buildings on campus with MD]CL people. Do not go into other buildings or wander alone.
Please use appropriate language and keep your hands to yourself.

Practice good sportsmanship. Play hard and celebrate the winner, whoever it is!

Please refrain from unnecessary phone use. It’s time to socialize and make new friends.
If there is an accident, please let an adult know as soon as possible.

If there is a life threatening emergency, send someone for help immediately.

Please enjoy the event and participate as much as possible. Be brave; try something new!
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MDJCL State Convention
Preparedness Checklist!

Use this to plan ahead and the night before as your last-minute packing
list!

Things to start preparing 2+ weeks ahead of time:
[J Dramatic Interpretation Passage
[J Peep diorama

[J 2D Art/3D Art/Scrapbook
[J School chapter Spirit cheer!

Things to start thinking about 2+ weeks ahead of time:
[J Should I be a state officer? (Deadline to apply is
March 31!)
[J Is there an area of Certamen I should study for?
[J Do I need to work on my frisbee-throwing skills?

Packing list:
[J Cash for snacks and Bazaar
[J An extra frisbee to practice
[J Things to sell at Bazaar
[J Neat books/nerdy things to show your new friends
[J Officer form signed by parent/teacher and your speech!

11



School

Name

Type of Art (circle one):

Title of Art

3D

Art Contest

Scrapbook

School

Name

Type of Art (circle one):

Title of Art

3D

Scrapbook

School

Name

Type of Art (circle one):

Title of Art

3D

Scrapbook

School

Name

Type of Art (circle one):

Title of Art

3D

2D Peeps
Art Contest
2D Peeps
Art Contest
2D Peeps
Art Contest
2D Peeps

Scrapbook
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IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

The Bachelor of Arts in classical languages and literatures is the study of ancient
Greek and Roman cultures. Classics coursework emphasizes the critical study of
ancient Greece and Rome while providing a strong liberal arts training that can
be tailored to your interests. As a student here, you can enrich your studies of the
ancient wotld by participating i relevant study abroad programs and visiting
nearby Washington, D.C., cultural institutions.

The classics curriculum offers three tracks: Classical humanities; Latin; and Latin
and Greek. While all three tracks incorporate the classical humanities, the Latin
track is for students looking to master Latin, and the Latin and Greek track is for
students who are interested in pursuing both ancient languages. Classical
humanities classes are taught in English and immerse students in the history,
literature, art, mythology, politics and gender systems of the period.

Explore Classics at UMD
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